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Fall is a Great time for your Next Smart Move!
Atlanta Intown Real Estate Services celebrates its 20th year of helping buyers and sellers in Kirkwood and the other vibrant intown

neighborhoods of Atlanta. We've been here through up and down markets and are still proud to be, locally owned, neighborhood based, and
client focused! Whether you are moving in, moving out, or moving right around the corner, let us help you with your next smart move!

1963 Hosea Williams Drive • Atlanta, GA 30317 • (404) 370 3101
View these properties and more at atlantaintown.com

Charley Corkran
(404) 234-1757

Chris Carroll
(404) 388-0023

Dana Link
(770) 490-1551

Morgan Calhoun
(404) 543-6131

Kirk Surgeon
(770) 217-0012

Julie Stephens
(404) 664-2471

Heather Tell
(404) 219-4078

Mike Terry
(770) 309-4490

David Vannort
(404) 234-5813

Margie Yondorf
(404) 484-7552

1152 Spring Valley Lane, Morningside
5 bed/5 bath, Amazing Newer build

Huge master suite with porch, walkable
$1,174,000 • Cam McCaa

The Kirkwood Bunch
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SOLD OVER ASK

1293 Poplarcrest Circle, East Atlanta
3 bed/2 bath, Renovated ranch

Great kitchen, new roof, paint, etc
Under $299,900 • David Vannort

302 Murray Hill, Kirkwood
3 bed/3.5 bath, 1900’s historic

Charm, modern amenities, in-law
$454,900 • Mike and Margie

1401 & 1395 May Ave, EAV
2 bed/1 bath bungalow for $250K

Lot to build your dream home for $175K
Tanya Mendelson • 404-569-2940

1253 Tacoma Way, Belvedere 
3 bed/1 bath renovated mid-

Century ranch with family room
$139,000 • Meredith Miller

132 Bixby Court, Kirkwood  
2 bed/1 bath, updated, solar

Panels, Why pay rent?
$165,000 • Dana Link

1380 Glenwood Ave, East Atlanta
3 bed/2 bath, bungalow duplex, with 1/1

In terrace level. Walkable to Village
$299,000 • Kirk Surgeon

985 Ponce de leon, #409, Poncey-Hi   
2 bed/2 bath, top floor condo, roof
Deck , walk to Beltline, and PCM

$300,000 • David Vannort

87 Peachtree St, #409, Downtown
1 bed/1 bath, Kessler City Lofts, Spacious

Bright, historic building with parking
$139,900 • Kirk Surgeon

702 Argonne Ave, #5, Midtown
2 bed/1 bath Charming Pied-a-terre

At Melrose Park, hardwoods, garden view
$143,000 • Norman Bruce

303 Nelms Ave, Lake Claire
3 bed, 1.5 bath fixer upper, large

Family room, adjoins the Land Trust
$399,000 • Chris Carroll

272 14th st #17, Midtown            
1 bed, 1 bath, historic charm

on Piedmont Park at Park View
$230,000 • David Vannort

821 Ralph McGill Blvd #3112
1 bed/1 bath, total renovation!

Beautiful new kitchen, bath and floors
$179,900 • Mike and Margie

1864 Hosea L. Williams Dr, Kirkwood
4 bed/2.5 baths, renovated 1920’s

Bungalow, great porch, great finishes
$524,900 • Dana Link

1101 Juniper St #702, Midtown
2 bed/1 bath, Amazing renovation,
End unit at Park Central. Gorgeous

$305,000 • David Vannort

878 Briarcliff Rd #B-1, VA-HI
3 bed/3 baths, two story condo with

In-law or teen suite set up, great space
$329,900 • Mike and Margie
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More than a hundred friends and neighbors made 
the second annual S’mores for All event on October 
16 a big success. Th e fall gathering featured music, 
storytelling, and, of course, s’mores at this beauti-
ful greenspace located at 2304 1st Avenue!

Hawk Hollow is also proud to announce that Mon-
archs Across Georgia, a committee of the Environ-
mental Education Alliance of Georgia, recognized 
the park as a “Certifi ed Pollinator Habitat.” Th ank 
you to the many volunteers who helped to earn this 
distinction! Th e Emory School of Public Health, 
Hands on Atlanta, and Fulbright Foundation are 
just a few of the many organizations that volun-
teered to clear invasive plants, clean out the stream, 
and plant native plants.

Getting Fired Up at Hawk Hollow!

OPINION: Why Will I Vote “No” on Amendment 1?
by Jean-Jacques Credi

Th is is what you will read on 
the ballot: Amendment #1 
provides greater fl exibility and 
state accountability to fi x fail-
ing schools through increasing 
community involvement. Shall 
the Constitution of Georgia be 
amended to allow the state to 
intervene in chronically failing 
public schools in order to 
improve student performance?

Th ere are so many places 

to begin an analysis of this 
amendment. Direct infer-
ences might yield the reader 
to say, “Sure! Why not! Of 
course we should!” After all, 
there are some high-leverage 
words in the amendment 
aimed at making it sound 
like a good idea: fl exibility, 
accountability, increasing 
community involvement, 
intervene, chronically failing, 
and improve.

While this has the potential 

to be a good idea, I question 
the plan. 

I Have Lots of Questions

What makes the state 
department believe it can 
do a better job at increasing 

student performance than 
local leaders? What evidence 
does it have? Does the state 
department know something 
about helping chronical ly 
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Anna’s BBQAnna’s BBQ 1976 Hosea Williams Drive

Atlanta IntownAtlanta Intown 1963 Hosea Williams Drive

Big H GroceryBig H Grocery 1932 Hosea Williams Drive

Blue Ink Title 1963 Hosea Williams Drive Ste. R103

DeKalb Atlanta Human Services CenterDeKalb Atlanta Human Services Center 30 Warren Street

DeKalb Atlanta Senior CenterDeKalb Atlanta Senior Center 25 Warren Street SE

Dulce VeganDulce Vegan 1994 Hosea Williams Drive

 Guitar ShedGuitar Shed 1610 Hosea Williams Drive Ste. E

Indigo WellnessIndigo Wellness 1963 Hosea Williams Drive R #107

Kirkwood Feed and SeedKirkwood Feed and Seed 1998 Hosea Williams Drive

Kirkwood LibraryKirkwood Library 11 Kirkwood Road

Langford’s Barber ShopLangford’s Barber Shop 1947 Hosea Williams Drive

Le Petite MarchetLe Petite Marchet 1963 Hosea Williams Drive

LIV FitnessLIV Fitness 1853 Memorial Drive

The PullmanThe Pullman 1992 Hosea Williams Drive

Shele’s Ice Cream CaféShele’s Ice Cream Café 1963 Hosea Williams Drive

Sun In My BellySun In My Belly 2161 College Avenue

Taproom Coff eeTaproom Coff ee 1963 Hosea Williams Drive R #106

Toomer Elementary SchoolToomer Elementary School 65 Rogers Street NE

Valero Valero 1989 Hosea Williams Drive

All KNO and NPU-O meetings & neighborhood eventsAll KNO and NPU-O meetings & neighborhood events

Kirkwood Neighbors’ Organization (KNO) is a racially 
and economically diverse civic organization devoted to the 
revitalization of Atlanta’s historic Kirkwood community.

KNO meets on the 10th of each month at 7 pm at the 
Turner Monumental A.M.E. Church, 66 Howard Street 
NE.

Everyone is welcome! 

2016 KNO Offi  cers

President: Geoff  Mueller 
geoff .a.mueller@gmail.com
678.231.7275

Vice President: John Michael
404.373.4363

Treasurer: Justin Andrews
justin@cumminlandscapesupply.com
404.791.1515

Secretary: Tina Latham Davis 

Newsletter Staff 

Editor: Viraj Parmar
editor.knonewsletter@gmail.com

Copy Editor: Karen Schrier

Advertising:  Jeff ery Childers
jeff erylchilders@bellsouth.net

Layout:  Kate Siegel 

Distribution:  Jeff ery Childers

Comments? Story Ideas? Advertising Questions?
Your comments about this newsletter or story ideas are 
encouraged. Please contact the Editor.

Kirkwood Neighbor is published monthly by the Kirk-
wood Neighbors’ Organization (KNO) and is distributed 
at all KNO and Neighborhood Planning Unit (NPU-O) 
meetings, to Kirkwood’s elected representatives, our fi re 
and police stations, and to city and county offi  cials. Th is 
newsletter is distributed free of charge at the locations listed 
on the right.

All material in the Kirkwood Neighbor is copyrighted by 
the Kirkwood Neighbors’ Organization (KNO).

Kirkwood Neighbors’ Organization (KNO)
P.O. Box 170010 • Atlanta, Georgia 30317

404.370.4640

Call About No-Cost
Services for Children

Kirkwood Health Center
30 Warren Street, 2nd Floor, Rm. 2001
Atlanta, GA 30317

www.dekalbhealth.net

Exams & Screenings

Cleanings

Dental Sealants

Fillings

Extractions

Root Canals

Kirkwood 
Health Center
(2nd Floor)

Dental Services

Services
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failing schools that we don’t 
know? And if so, why aren’t 
they sharing it? What exactly 
is “greater fl exibility”?

State intervention is an idea 
that Louisiana and Tennessee 
are currently trying — as if 
they are beacons of educa-
tional advancement (sense 
the sarcasm). If it’s such a 
great idea, how come the 
Harvard School for Educa-
tion or Teachers’ College at 
Columbia University haven’t 
fi gured this out yet?

Maybe because there’s no 
evidence to support the 
notion that state intervention 
can improve student perfor-
mance. Call me crazy, but I 
like to believe in evidence-
based decisions. 

Obvious Paradoxes

Imagine: A “state school 
district” aptly named the 
Opportunity School District 
fostering greater community 
involvement.

So let me get this straight 
… instead of the electorate 
voting for school board 
members who are then 
charged with hiring a super-
intendent — which is the 
current model for commu-
nity involvement — we will 
have a governor-appointed 
superintendent oversee a 
random set of public schools 
across the state. How exactly 
will that increase community 
involvement?

Imagine a state representative 

standing before a gather-
ing of parents in DeKalb 
County, where a high 
number of “eligible” schools 
are located, to increase com-
munity involvement.

I am just not sure where this 
will go. Who knows? Maybe 
this fi ctitious district will 
fi eld the next state football 
champions, the Opportunity 
Ocelots!

Th e ultimate paradox is that 
this idea involves a state 
takeover under the presump-
tion of increasing com-
munity involvement, which 
truthfully is nothing more 
than the elimination of the 
current method for commu-
nity involvement. Th is is not 
worthy of a constitutional 
amendment. 

Th en Th ere Is the Money

So the state department 
would essentially seize the 
funds allotted to the local 
school district in order to 
operate the school, hire and 
fi re at will, yet still lean on 
the local district to provide 
maintenance and logistical 
support. If Governor Deal 
aims to punish districts for 
their failing schools by seiz-
ing their funds, then this is 
what the plan should convey.

I expect it will be quite 
an expensive proposition 
to fund a superintendent 
overlord and the bureaucratic 

offi  ce that this amendment 
would require.

Th e hidden alternative is to 
hire a private contractor to 
manage the schools which 
would then just be another 

way to siphon public funds to 
private sector entities. Albeit, 
the state Constitution forbids 
for-profi t charter schools 
from operating in the state of 
Georgia, so this could just as 
easily be a back-door method 
for the public-to-private cash 
train.

Remember vouchers? 

Remember “school choice”? 
Th ese were previously failed 
methods to shuffl  e public 
funding into the private 
sector. No thank you. 

Leaders in education across 
the state of Georgia aren’t 
buying into this. Th e two 
leading education advocacy 
groups, the Georgia Associa-
tion of Educators (GAE) and 
the Professional Associa-
tion of Georgia Educators 
(PAGE), which represent 
hundreds of thousands of 
educators in Georgia, plus at 
least 48 local school districts, 
have publicly opposed the 
Opportunity School District 
— all for good reasons.

Your Neighborhood Pet Sitters 
Vacation Visits  -  Mid Day Walks  
Puppy & Senior Visits  -  Boarding  

Small Business - Locally Owned - Insured  
 Affordable - Professional  

678-640-1858 - petmeisters.com 

OPINION: Vote “No” on Amendment 1
continued from page 1

How exactly will that increase
community involvement?
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Specializing in home renovations, additions and full-scale design-build homes
View 179 Douglas St on the tour • 1924 Hallman St & 93 Rockyford Rd are works-in-progress

K I R K W O O D ’ S  O W N  C O N S T R U C T I O N  C O M P A N Y

 296 Rockyford Road

404.913.2257 • StryantConstruction.com
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by Ashley Adamo & Jennifer 
Kraften

Fred Armon Toomer’s 
gardening program is in full 
bloom thanks to the amazing 
support of SoulShine and 
Food Corps!

SoulShine generously 
committed to off ering staff  
members and volunteers each 
Wednesday so that every 
child at FATE can have fun 
and developmentally appro-
priate outdoor experiences 
that meet Georgia science 
and health standards.

FATE also recently added 
the support of Food Corps’ 
Ms. Dasia. She will help 
integrate the food produced 
in our garden into edible 
activities for students. 

Mrs. Kraften, FATE’s gifted 
and talent development 

teacher, was recognized 
by the district as Atlanta 
Public Schools’ Elementary 
Teacher of the Year! Th is top 
district honor is a testament 
to her hard work, dedication 
to FATE students and the 
community, and her passion 
for teaching. FATE is very 
pleased that the commit-
ment and enthusiasm of its 
teachers is recognized inside 
and outside the district.

FATE had an awesome Fall 
Festival in early October! 
Th e PTA organized games, 
food, a delicious bake sale, 
pony rides, and other events 
for students and community 
members. Th ank you to all 
who came out to celebrate!

During the week of October 
24, FATE celebrated Red 
Ribbon Week. Students 
pledged to be alcohol- and 
drug-free while learning 

about healthy choices through 
spirit dress, fun activities, and 
special projects.

October’s students of the 
month were:

• PreK: James, Conrad, and 
Princess

• Kindergarten: Keelan, 
Kristy, and Finley

• 1st grade: Caiden, Eden, 
and Piper

• 2nd grade: Jakyla and 
Gabriella

• 3rd grade: Madison, Jayda, 
and Alison

• 4th grade: Skylar, Amira, 
and Destin

• 5th grade: Keyshawn and 
Gabriel

• Special education: Ryen 
and Shawn

A Harvest of Good Outcomes from FATE
UPCOMING 
EVENTS

November 4–11
7:15 AM – 3:30 PM

Scholastic Book Fair.
Anyone is welcome to 
purchase books. You can 
also sign up to volunteer: 
contact Mr. Carpenter at 
eric.carpenter@atlanta.k12.
ga.us

Saturday, November 12
5:00 – 8:00 PM

Annual Spaghetti Dinner.
The community is invited 
for food, fun and fundrais-
ing! Purchase tickets for $5 
at the door or at local Kirk-
wood businesses. Consider 
donating toys and items for 
auction, too.

Schedule a tour: (404) 802- 3450 

www.atlanta.k12.ga.us/Domain/1631

www.facebook.com/FriendsofToomerElementary/

www.twitter.com/FATEaps

To help out a classroom, search for “Toomer”
at DonorsChoose: www.donorschoose.org

•  Hand trimming and mowing!
•  Hand aeration!
•  Rakes and brooms – No blowers!
•  No noise!
•  No emissions!
•  Healthier lawn!
•  Affordable rates!
•  Prompt, courteous service!
Good For Your Turf… 
               GREAT For The Earth!

404 755-6170
kindestcut@bellsouth.net / kindestcutlawncare.com

Introducing… THE KINDESTCUT
Eco-Friendly, Manual Lawn Care!

KINDEST 
        

THE
 

CUT

Zero - Emissions
Lawn Care

®

Your Neighbor. Your REALTOR®

w w w . s a l l y a l c o c k . c o m

Buying? Selling? 
Doing the “Kirkwood Shuffle”?
Contact Sally today!
Cell: 404.664.9443
sally@sallyalcock.com
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Excited about 
new arrivals?

We’re With You.

Leslie Anne Pope, D.O.
Gynecology

Andrea M. Dabney, M.D.
OBGYN

Elizabeth Kobe, D.O.
OBGYN

Stuart Pancer, M.D.
OBGYN 

Newest Arrival!

Medical Physicians Group Kirkwood OBGYN! 
Andrea M. Dabney, M.D. is our newest arrival, 
joining Dr. Elizabeth Kobe and Dr. Stuart Pancer 

childbirth — while Leslie Anne Pope, D.O. is 
only taking gynecology appointments.  

404.596.4768
kirkwoodobgyn.com

2199 College Ave NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30317

Call us for an appointment 
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Hay e s  Mo ody  
(4 0 4 )9 6 4 -8 8 9 0  

Nic k Ave ry  
(4 0 4 )2 1 7 -9 4 3 1  

Oh! So  that ’s  how you  
pronounc e  it ! 

 

Proudly  Se rving Our Ne ighbors  
Sinc e  1 9 7 9  

 

A portion of our proceeds from each sale is given to local schools 

WWW.EASTATLANTACOPYCENTER.COM

copy • print • fax • notary services
full color business cards • stationery •  postcards • handbills
preaddressed postcard mailing services available

your source for multimedia packaging and graphic design

CD/DVD PACKAGING AND DUPLICATION
• Full color CD/DVD Imprinting
• CD/DVD Booklet Inserts
• Tray Cards, Jewel Cases, Slimlines
•  Ask about our innovative CD/DVD Packaging 

VINYL BANNERS AND FULL COLOR PHOTO 
POSTERS  AND ENGINEERING 

BLUE PRINT COPIES

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00AM TO 7:00PM 

SATURDAY 10:00AM TO 4:00PM

1287-A GLENWOOD AVE. EAST ATLANTA VILLAGE

BETWEEN GRANT CENTRAL PIZZA AND MARY’S

PHONE: 404.622.3222
EMAIL FILES TO PRINT: PRINT@EASTATLANTACOPYCENTER.COM
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contact your neighbor and intown real estate specialist!

your friendly neighborhood realtor.Jonathan Rich
Keller Knapp Realty

www.JRICHATLANTA.com 770.402.3957 | jrich@kellerknapp.com

Buying or Selling in Kirkwood?

238 Murray Hill | $699,900
Craftsman Cottage w/ 5 beds, 4 baths, open
kitchen, butlers pantry, & 2-car garage w/ 
carriage house!

Stunning renovated Kirkwood Bungalow! 
3 beds/2 baths, bonus sunroom & steps 
from Bessie Branham Park! 

2204 Ridgedale | $425,000
Amazing 3 bed/2 bath Craftsman Bungalow 
w/ granite counters, exposed original fireplace
& more! Walk to Downtown Kirkwood!

2550 Hosea L Williams | $375,000 2689 Arbor Ave | $698,000
 New construction in Historic East Lake! 
4 beds/3 baths, 2-car garage, granite 
counters, & lofted 2nd living space!

COMING SOON!COMING SOON!SOLDSOLD

www.historic-kirkwood.org page 5

by Ronni-Lynn Lindeman

Last year my husband and I experienced 
what all parents worry about when 
introducing their baby to new foods. 
After feeding our 12-month-old son 
peanut butter for the fi rst time, he 
immediately suff ered a severe allergic 
reaction. Th ankfully, the amount 
given was minimal. I can’t handle the 
thought of what may have happened if I 
fed him more than just that.

As a peanut butter fanatic, I couldn’t 
believe our son had a peanut allergy!  I 
ate so much of it when I was pregnant 
and ate it around him for the fi rst 12 
months of his life — until, of course, he 
had his anaphylactic reaction.

Apparently, it didn’t aff ect him until I 
“opened up a can of worms” by having 
him actually ingest it.  

While we are so incredibly thankful, 
and on a daily basis count our blessings 
that he is a healthy boy, we constantly 
work to create a safe environment so 
that we protect him from his life-threat-
ening allergy. It can be challenging on 
holidays like Halloween and for other 
fun events we want him to experience.

Th ere’s been a major increase in the 
number of people with all types of food 
allergies, from wheat to dairy, soy, nuts, 
and others, so more kids are being 
impacted, too.

Food allergies aff ect every individual 
diff erently, but for many it’s not as easy 
as just avoiding the food that contains 
a particular allergen. For example, my 
son can’t eat anything with peanuts or 
tree nuts or be around others eating 
food that has them or is possibly made 
in a facility or on equipment with them.

I know that maybe you’re wondering 
why tree nuts if he’s only allergic to 
peanuts, and why others can’t eat nuts 
around him. Well, it’s due to the pos-
sibility of cross contamination. If others 
eat nuts and touch him afterwards, or if 
he plays with the same toy a child just 
did that had some form of nuts, he may 
have a reaction.  

Society is increasing awareness of the 
spike of food allergies. Th ere are also 
multiple websites out there to view if 
you are interested in learning more 
about living with food allergies. We 
personally have a lot to learn on how 
to educate our son and continue to 
educate ourselves, and we’re grateful to 
have these resources. 

What One Parent Wants You to Know About Food Allergies

www.kidswithfoodallergies.org

www.tealpumpkinproject.org
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For more than 40 years in 
Georgia, the Judicial Quali-
fi cations Commission (JQC) 
has acted as an independent 
watchdog tasked with 
overseeing complaints made 
against judges.

On Nov. 8, Georgia vot-
ers will decide whether to 
amend the state’s Constitu-
tion to remove the inde-
pendent JQC and replace it 
with a body appointed by 
politicians. No precise plan 
on how the new body will 
function, however, or even 
concrete assurances that one 
will even be implemented, 
has surfaced.

To read the wording of the 

amendment, as shown on 
the ballot, one could think 
Amendment 3 is pure apple 
pie and freedom, showing no 
hint of the power struggle 
taking place.

Supporters of Amend-
ment 3 say it’s a sensible 
eff ort to gain control of 
a power-drunk Judicial 
Qualifi cations Commission 
that answers to no one and 
unfairly targets judges.

Opponents of the measure 
say it’s a political power 
grab orchestrated by allies of 
judges accused of miscon-
duct by  the JQC. 

Notably, one of the amend-
ment’s House sponsors, state 

Rep. Johnnie Caldwell Jr. 
(R-Th omaston), was himself 
a Superior Court judge 
forced from offi  ce by the 
JQC after allegations sur-
faced of inappropriate sexual 
advances on female lawyers. 
In 2010, upon resigning, he 
pledged that he would “never 
seek or accept judicial offi  ce 
again.” 

Instead, he ran for the state 
House in 2012 and won. 
Caldwell then co-sponsored 
bills that would destroy the 
same independent body that 
saw his resignation from the 
bench.

Former JQC Chairman 
Lester Tate, who resigned 
in April, said the proposed 
amendment is all about 
revenge. Since 2007, the 
commission has removed 
almost six dozen judges, 
including Caldwell. Some 
resigned rather than be 
subjected to an investigation.

So where is the State Bar of 
Georgia in all this? At the 
time, the bar’s president, 
Robert Kauff man, indicated 
that, although the bar had 

“fought hard” to defeat the 
amendment, it was abandon-
ing its opposition out of 
concern for direct attacks on 
the organization and other 
forms of retaliation. 

Th e Georgia Association of 
Women Lawyers has come 
out against the amendment, 
saying it believes the restruc-
turing would politicize the 
JQC by eliminating its 
independence.

Th e JQC has, of course, had 
some problems, but does that 
mean the Georgia legislature 
should gut the only inde-
pendent body protecting 
the public from judicial 
misconduct?

Amendment 3: Who Judges the Judges?

SHOP: MON-SAT 10-9 • SUN 11-6  WASH: MON-SAT 10-8 • SUN 11-5

479-A FLAT SHOALS AVE. 
404.588.0140

Healthy Food • Supplies • Dog Wash

PARKPETSUPPLY.COM

#SHOPSMALL #SHOPLOCAL

Give ’em some new toys to be thankful for!

ALL PET TOYS
THRU 11.30.16!

25 %off

On Oct. 21, the public radio 
program This American Life 
aired a 21-minute segment

on Amendment 3 and
the story behind

this ballot initiative. 

To hear
“Judges With Grudges” 

visit

www.thisamericanlife.org/
radio-archives/episode/599/

seriously?act=2
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25% off 
one item with this coupon 

271 Chester Ave SE 
Atlanta, GA 30316 

atlantahabitat.org/restore 

Expires 11/30/2016. Cannot be combined with other discounts or coupons.  

furniture  appliances  

cabinetry  

lighting  

home decor flooring  

Monday - Saturday 
10:30am - 5:30pm 

doors  & more hardware  

YOUR DISCOUNT HOME IMPROVEMENT OUTLET 


